
The Special Edition
A Quarterly Newsletter for Parents and Teachers of Exceptional Students

South Bend Community School Corporation - Division of Special Education
215 South St. Joseph Street • South Bend, Indiana 46601

Volume XXIII, Number 1                    December 2008

by Donna Krol, Director of Special Education

Revised Article 7 took effect on August 13, 2008.  This brings 
Indiana’s regulations into full compliance with IDEIA (Indi-
vidual with Disabilities Education Improvement Act).  Some 
of the changes include:  new Procedural Safeguards, which 
are available on the state’s website:  www.doe.in.gov/excep-
tional/sped/laws.html.  Procedural Safeguards must be given 
one time per year (ACC) and upon initial referral or parental 
request for evaluation or requested by parent.

Several eligibility Areas have been changed.  Visual Impair-
ment is now Blind or Low Vision; Mental Disability is now 
Cognitive Disability;  Hearing Impairment is now Deaf or 
Hard of Hearing; Communication Disorder is Language 
and/or Speech Impairment; and Learning Disability is now 
Specific Learning Disability.

There is a new 50 school day timeline for initial referrals.  
If the parent makes a request 
for evaluation the school has 10 
school days to inform the parent 
of the decision to complete or 
not complete the evaluation.  The 
50-day timeline begins when the 
parent returns the Consent for 
Evaluation form to certified staff 
(e.g. teacher, principal, etc.). The 
date of the initial case conference 
will be established at the time 
the Consent for Evaluation is 
received.  

The Discrepancy Model is no 
longer used to determine if the 
student has a specific learning 
disability.   A learning disability 
must be neurological in origin 
with a continuum of severity and 
is a disorder in basic psychologi-
cal processes.  The student must 

exhibit severe deficits that would require remediation through 
special education.  

New language calls suspensions and expulsions “removals”.  
If a school is requesting the expulsion of a special education 
student, the Manifestation Determination Conference (MDC) 
must convene to look at the disability and the behavior that 
is causing the school to request expulsion and determine if 
there is a relationship.

Beginning with spring annual case conferences, SBCSC will 
be using the web based state IEP software, ISTART 7.  The 
forms will look very different but the content is compliant 
with Article 7.  Parents may receive a draft IEP at the case 
conference until the IEP is finalized.  

The annual parent meeting has been scheduled for Wednesday, 
December 3, 2008 at 6:00 p.m. on the 3rd floor of the admin-
istration building, 215 S. St. Joseph St.

Article 7 Revision Complete

Mary Lou Vandergriend, Computer Resource Person, helps Mary Brown of McKinley at a 
recent inservice on the new ISTART 7 software. Teachers throughout the corporation are being 
trained to used the new online program which will begin with the spring case conferences.



by Barb Schmitt, McKinley Primary Center

(Barb Schmitt is a member of the Board of Directors of the Michi-
ana Down Syndrome Family Support and Advocacy Group and the 
permanent substitute at McKinley Primary Center.)

 Down syndrome is the most commonly occurring genetic 
condition known. One in every 733 live births in the United States 
is a child with Down syndrome. Today more than 400,000 people 
in the United States have Down syndrome. Down syndrome affects 
people of all races and economic backgrounds. 
 There are many misconceptions about Down syndrome. Down 
syndrome is a condition not a disease. We do not refer to Down 
syndrome as Down’s syndrome for the apostrophe connotes own-
ership or possession. Down syndrome is named for the English 
physician John Langdon Down who characterized the condition 
but did not have it. People with Down syndrome should always 
be referred to as people first, i.e., instead of “a Down syndrome 
child” it should be “a child with Down syndrome.”
 The mission of the Michiana Down Syndrome Family Sup-
port and Advocacy Group (DSFSAG) is to help improve the lives 
of individuals with Down syndrome and their families through 
education, advocacy, research and fellowship. Their vision is to 
help foster a community of acceptance which promote the best 

Down Syndrome Family Support and Advocacy Group
opportunities for individuals with Down syndrome in helping them 
achieve their greatest potential and realize their dreams. 
               The vision and mission are implemented through many 
activities and events including, a lending library housed at LOGAN 
Center, holiday parties and summer picnics, monthly parent meet-
ings with speakers and opportunities for discussion, a quarterly 
newsletter, an internet-based list-serv to provide information and 
support among members, the awarding of the Marilyn Casper 
Academic Scholarship for Individuals with Down syndrome to 
support post-secondary education, supplying information to new 
families and parents of children transitioning through the school 
process, supporting Down syndrome research, and distributing 
literature and presenting talks in the community to promote aware-
ness and acceptance.
 Activities and grants are funded primarily by the Down syn-
drome Buddy Walk held every fall. In addition to raising funds, 
the Buddy Walk provides a fun day of activities, entertainment, 
information and friendship for family, friends and community 
members. If you would like more information on the Michiana 
Down Syndrome Family Support and Advocacy Group visit our 
website at: www.michianadownsyndrome.org Membership is 
open to any individual with Down syndrome and their family who 
reside in South Bend, Mishawaka, Elkhart, Bremen, LaPorte and 
surrounding cities in Northern Indiana and Southwest Michigan.

by Bill Court, Young Adult Services

 Two South Bend Community School Corporation students were 
among twenty individuals recognized at the 20th Annual Disability 

Awareness luncheon 
held October 15th at 
the Century Center. 
Washington senior 
Chris Chamberlin 
and Riley senior John 
Washington received 
certificates from this 
year ’s speak Rick 
Melton. Rick expe-
rienced a spinal cord 
injury in 1985 that 
resulted in the loss of 
movement from the 
neck down. He has 
persevered and today 
is the head of the Art 
Department at LaVille 
High School. His par-
ents Pat and Rebecca 
Melton work at La-
fayette Primary and 

Disability Awareness Luncheon Honors Two SBCSC Students

Clay High School. 
 Chris Chamberlin 
is employed at the 
LaPeep Restaurant 
in downtown South 
Bend. He has worked 
there for just over two 
years. His supervisor, 
Peg, describes him as 
“a great employee.” 
“He shows a lot of 
initiative, if something 
needs to be done Chris 
gets it without being 
asked.” John Wash-
ington is employed 
at Clean Sweep. John 
is part of a crew that 
helps clean office 
buildings in the area 
such as South Bend 
Orthopedic. Congratu-
lations to Rick, Chris, 
and John!

Chris Chamberlin, Rick Melton and Peg 
Dalton, manager of LaPeep’s, at the 
recent Disabilities Awareness luncheon. 
Photo courtesy of: McDonald Studio.

John Washington of Riley High School 
poses with his award.
Photo courtesy of:  McDonald Studio. 



Rock Baptist Church visited our Life Skills classes and shared stories 
of those who were less fortunate.  This visit furthered the students 
resolve to address the problems of those who are less fortunate.  
Mr. McCullough (Principal) took the time to recognize the efforts 
of the Life Skills classes.  He stated that he was very proud of the 
efforts of the Life Skills students to raise the funds necessary by 

selling popcorn and drinks to the stu-
dents.  Mr. McCullough also stated that 
he was “excited by the work of the Life 
Skills students and that he appreciates 
the efforts to support the needy.”  He 
remarked, “We all receive benefits and 
blessings from the west side and we all 
need to realize the need to give back to 
the community.” 
 Mrs. Joyce White (Parapro-
fessional) added that she was very 
proud of her students work and effort 
to “build pride in the west side” by 
their thoughtfulness to donate to the 
food banks that serve the Washington 
family. Mrs. Phillips and Mr. Sanders 
took time out of their busy schedules to 
recognize the efforts of the Life Skills 
classrooms at Washington High School 
to stop by and congratulate the students 
in person.

by Greg Werner and Ken Thomas, Washington High 
School

 While planning the annual Life Skills Thanksgiving 
celebration at Washington High School, it came to our 
class’s attention that many of the families in our west side 
area are in need. Mrs. Phillips (Assistant Principal) told the 
class that in the past, Washington High School has relied 
upon two of the local food banks to assist Panther families 
in need. Our Life Skills classes held a meeting and voted 
to help by supplying items for two of the food banks that 
serve our west side families-Macedonia Baptist Church 
and The New Peter’s Rock Baptist Church. 
 Funds raised from popcorn sales and other fund rais-
ers were used to finance the project After consultation 
with the department head, administration and Captain 
John Williams of the South Bend Police Department, the 
food banks were contacted and arrangements were made 
to deliver the food. Captain Williams agreed to facilitate 
the delivery of the items. The students donated several 
turkeys and over 20 cases of canned goods 
 Mrs. Phillips was very gracious in adding her collaboration and 
guidance in the planning and implementation of the project. She 
stated that she has arranged for many families in need to receive the 
services of these two food banks. Pastor Lewis of the New Peters 

Washington High School Thanksgiving Project

What’s in the News?
The 2008 Global Summit on Education was held in Washington, D.C. on September 19 and 20.  This year’s topic was “Inclusive Practices 
for Students with Disabilities.” The conference brought together educational and academic leaders, governmental officials, and disability 
advocates from around the world. Secretary of Education Margaret Spellings delivered the keynote address. The purpose of the confer-
ence was to promote international dialogue on inclusive practices, provide participants an opportunity to share successes and challenges 
from a global perspective, and foster the continued building of academic opportunities for students with disabilities. Information on the 
conference and a list of participants and sessions can be found at www.osep-meeting.org

Washington Principal George McCullough with members of the 
Washington Life Skill classes.

Captain John Williams, South Bend police department, with members of the Life Skills 
classes. Captain Williams facilitated the delivery of the donated items. 
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AUTISM CORNER
 by Cyndi Smith, SBCSC Autism Consultant

Teaching Through Areas of Fascination

Paula Kluth & Patrick Schwarz, in their book “Just Give Him the Whale,” give lots of examples of how to use fascinations, areas 
of expertise, and strengths of an individual with an autism spectrum disorder to:

Develop a relationship with the student  Encourage risk-taking
Expand social opportunities   Connect students to standard-based content
Expand communication skills & opportunities Encourage in-depth study
Plan for inclusive schooling   Make sense of a confusing world
Build classroom expertise    Let students shine and showcase talents
Boost literacy learning    Give students “power”
Provide comfort      Encourage “chit chat”
Help minimize anxiety    Inspire career ideas
Boost math skills & competencies   Teach manners, cooperation, and empathy    
Here are a few compelling examples:
   For one kindergartner who loved whales, his classmates brought him pictures of whales to cheer, support, and connect with him.  

His teacher incorporated whales into her lessons, examples, and classroom environment, e.g. reading whale stories, and giving 
whale stickers.

   Two students struck up a friendship related to their common interest and even formed a lunch club, related to science fiction 
films.

  A secondary school teacher told his students that they could give their first assigned speech on “a topic of interest of their choos-
ing,” as long as this persuasive speech used the components of repetition, smooth transitions, and parallel structure. The teacher 
videotaped Zoe’s speech on rainforests and gave her detailed feedback on how to improve her skills.  Zoe viewed her presentation 
several times (delighting in her own enthusiastic message) to learn new competencies and to prepare for the next topic, which 
was not one of her choosing but was easier to approach with her newfound confidence.

  To practice writing sentences, a student was allowed to write words on the backs of plastic pigs (one of the child’s great loves) 
and then rearrange the figures into meaningful sentences.

  An interest in James Bonds films was used to reduce anxiety in novel situations. The student learned the following calming 
chant:  “Change is okay.  Something new can be just as good, if not better.  Connery, Moore, Dalton, Brosnan, Craig!”  Other 
classmates knew the chant and would whisper it to him or with him in difficult moments.

  One young girl loved it when her math teacher challenged her with fun swim-related extra-credit problems, such as “What is 
the area of one lane of the swimming pool?” or “Including all events, how much distance did a certain athlete swim during a 
meet?” 

   A trip to the nurse could be described as preventative maintenance or a pit stop for a NASCAR fan.
Don’t squash interests; exploit them!
***********
Autism Training Modules:
http://www.iidc.indiana.edu/irca/fmodules.html  (family focused)
http://www.autisminternetmodules.org/


